Abstract

Research supervision is an important type of support for advanced students when engaged in
study projects or in writing their final theses. One of the most common complaints from research
students is erratic or infrequent contact with supervisors, who might be too busy with other
responsibilities or are not present frequently enough. High proliferation of mobile phones (i.e.
'mobile-rich’) but no computer prevalence (i.e. ‘computer-poor’) in African countries calls for
using mobile technologies to address this challenge. However, limitations of mobile devices
(such as usage cost, memory capacity and small screen) are some of the barriers for mobile
learning adoption. In this paper, we combine mobile learning with OER and Cloud Computing
Services to enhance supervisors’ availability to their research students, who are in 'mobile-rich’
but ‘computer-poor ' learning settings typical for African universities.



